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ONDCP STATEMENT ON INDUSTRIAL HEMP

The primary concern about the lzgalization of the cultivation of industrs hemp
{Cannabis Serfva) is the message it would send to the public at large, especially e our youth az a
time when adolescent drug use is rising rapidly. Marijuana (Cannabiv Soriva) use among Sth
graders has ripled over the last five yeards. This jncreasc in marijuana use has beco fueled by a
measurable decrease in the proportion of young people who perceive manjuona o be a
dangerous substance. To address that issue, ONDCP i proposing a 3175 million medin
campaign spocifically to educate our youth about the dangers of drugs.

The second inaor concern is that legahizing hemp production may mcan the e facro
fegalization of manjuana cultivation, Industrial hemp and marjuana are the product of the same
plani, Caermabis Sarfva The sesdlings are the sume and in many instances the mamre planis ook
the same. A 1992 Duich siudy of 97 strains of manjuana and hemp plants concluded that, short
of chemical analvsis, there was no way 1o discriminate between marijuana-producing plants and
hemp-producing plants. A rescarch study conducied al the ULS. Department of Agriculiure
resched the same conclusion.

Supporicrs of the hemp legalization effort claim hemp cultivation could be profitnble for
1.5, farmers. However, sccording to the USDA and the U8, Department of Commerce, the
profitability of industrinl hemp is highly uncertain and probably unlikely. Hemp iz o novelly
preduct with limited sustainable development value even in a novelty market. U8, total imports
of hemp last year were only about 51,2 million of a tetal domestic agricultural market of 202
billion. For every proposed use of industrial hemp, there already exigts an avatlable product, or
raw material, which iz cheaper o manufaciure and provides bemer market results. For example,
the cheapest hemp linen costs about 315 per square yard. A similar cost profila for the lnest Nax
linen is $7.50 per square yard., Prelp and Paper Internacional, a national trade meagazine, puls the
break-even price [or raw hemp production at $630 per won. However cummently, fnished
newsprint sclls for only $500 per ton, The ready availobility of other low-production cost row
muaterinl hos been the major reason for a 25% drop in worldwide hemp production in the past
three decades. Ilﬂ'r.np ptﬂdui:-‘tiﬂn is a labhor-intensive ﬂ-p:rﬂ.‘l.inn., Countrics with low lobor costa
such a= the Philippmes and China have a compétitive ndvantage over any U5, hemp producer.

In concluzion, legalizing hemp production would send a confusing message to our youth
concorming manjuana. Alss, it may lead 1o the de facio legalization of mamiuns cullivabion. Tao
date, production of hemp appears to offer o relief o farmers of manufacturers of (extilos or
paper as an allermative crop or product. Cenainly any new credible evidence shonld be given
carciul consideration. Some lederal agencics are collecting and reviewing such information for
future poliey reviews. Howover, the current available focts do not supporn hemp cultivation as a
legally or cconomically vieble option for ULS. interesis. OMNDCP therefore does nol consider it
prudent ta chunge the current status af Cannabis Sativa as a controlled Schedule [ diug.



