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Dear Mr. Kelly:

You have asked whether we can restrict the importation of
products that contain what is commonly referred to as “hemp.”
These products have been routinely imported into the United
States for use as birdseed and in the manufacture of cloth and
paper. In addition, a wide variety of products not intended for
human consumption are alsoc manufactured from hemp fiber and seed
0il, including clothing, shoes and accessories such as wrist
bands and necklaces, cosmetics, focd products, and skin and hair
products.,

Over the past several years, however, we have received
information that sterilized cannabis seed has been imported not
solely for birdseed, but for the manufacture of health food
products intended for human consumption, most commeonly as dietary
or nutritional supplements. Many of these products have tested
positive for the presence of small amounts of naturally occurring
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC). I have been informed that those hemp
products intended for human consumption have THC at levels too
low to trigger a psychoactive effect and are not puxchased, sold
or marketed with the intent of having a psychoactive effect.

Under the Controlled Substances Act, "“[Tlhe mature stalks of
such plant, fiber produced from such stalks, oil or cake made
from the seeds of such plant, any other compound, manufacture,
salt, derivative, mixture or preparation of such mature stalks
(except the resin extracted therefrom), fiber, oil or cake or the
sterilized seed of such plant which is incapable of germination”
are excluded from the definition of marihuana. 21 U.S.C.
§802(16) . Therefore, products derived from this portion of the
cannabis plant commonly referred to as “hemp” are explicitly
excluded from regulation under th2 Controlled Substances Act.

Id.








