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To the Honorabl e Menbers of the
I1linois House of Representatives
92nd General Assenbly

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 9(b) of the Illinois
Constitution of 1970, | hereby veto and return House Bill
3377 entitled "AN ACT concerning industrial henp."

House Bill 3377 authorizes the University of Illinois to
study the feasibility and desirability of industrial henp
(cannabi s) production, subject to the availability of
non-State funding. The study 1is to include an analysis of
required soils, growing conditions, seed avai lability,
varieti es, har vest met hods, mar ket economn es, and
environmental benefits. It also requires the research to
i nclude devel opnent of henp varieties with a zero |evel of
t et rahydr ocannabi nol (THC), t he active i ngredi ent in
cannabi s/ marijuana. Western |Illinois University of Illinois
is required to obtain all federal and state permts needed to
legally grow industrial henp for research purposes.

This bill is simlar to Senate Bill 1397 in the 91st
General Assenbly, which | vetoed. The sponsors to House Bil
3377 have made a good-faith effort to address the concerns

that | raised in ny prior veto. However, | still believe that
this bill is unnecessary. Though | believe the sponsor's sole
purpose is to pronote this research in an effort to benefit
legitimate agricul tural producers in I11inois, this

| egi sl ati on nonethel ess plays into the national strategy of
groups seeking to renobve existing crimnal penalties for
cannabi s/ mari j uana possessi on and use. The Nat i onal
Organi zation for the Reformof Marijuana Laws (NORW) is the
principal national advocate for legalization of marijuana.
NCRWML has told its nmenbers to: "Encourage farm organi zations
to endorse henp cultivation: The Anerican farmindustry is

one of Anerica's nost influential |obbies on both the
nati onal and state level." | amsure the sponsors of House
Bill 3377 and the agricultural interest groups supporting it

are as unconfortable as | amw th his uni ntended connecti on.

Further, as | stated in ny veto of Senate Bill 1397,
cannot ignore the concerns of the drug prevention and
treatnent groups that the ultimte commercial cultivation and
availability of a product that contains a potentially
m nd-al tering substance would |eave open the prospect of
substance abuse. This would send a m xed nessage to the youth
of our State. | recognize that House Bill 3377 is only
aut hori zi ng cultivation for research pur poses but ,
nontheless, it is a step toward full commercial cultivation.

Many studies have already been done on industrial henmp
that indicate it is unlikely to nove beyond the current smal
ni che market to | arge-scale comercial production. A United
St at es Depart nent of Agriculture study concluded that
i ndustrial henp production "will be wunable to sustain
adequate profit margins for a |large scal e production sector
to develop."” The O fice of National Drug Control Policy found
that "for every proposed use of industrial henp, there
already exists an available product, or raw material, which
is cheaper to mnufacture and provides better mar ket
results.” The federal Drug Enforcenent Agency state that is
has never been approached by a major clothing, food, paper,
fiber or textile conpany with an interest in the cultivation
of henp supplies. Finally, a University of Kentucky study
f ound that in the countries where industrial henp 1is
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currently grown, none have a thriving henp industry and many
are reducing their already small henp acreage. In April 2001,

Governor Jane Dee Hull of Arizona vetoes a simlar bill in
her State. She too cited the nunmerous studies that have
already been done and stated: "with this study already

conplete, the need for additional study by our universities
i s dubious."”

Finally, House Bill 3377 is only necessary to allow the
University of Illinois to actually grow industrial henp for
research purposes, if Ilicensed to do so by the federal
government. The University of Illinois, wthout House Bil
3377, can conduct privately funded research on the econonmc
feasibility, processing costs, conparison W th current
alternatives and the Ilong termprospect for devel opnent of
sust ai nabl e markets for industrial henp. Likew se, Wstern
I[I'linois University does not need House Bill 3377 to study
what effect |egalization of industrial henp would have on the
enforcenent of existing |laws prohibiting possession, sale and
use of cannabis. Therefore, | do not see the need to
aut hori ze growi ng industrial henp as part of any such study.

For these reasons, | hereby veto and return House Bil
3377.

Si ncerely,
s/ GEORGE H. RYAN
Gover nor
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