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ISCONSIN Ermers are the beading hemp Gber producers for

\merica. They are usimg methods based on thivey years ol

SRS e Cupi riment in growing amnd handling the Lage i
The American navy and army nocds hemp = vas amounts of it for rope,
conlage anad threadds.

Fuwis ]JL'JIIIJ mills are runming i Whoonsin — st Markesan, Bramdon,
Heaver Do, and _rum_-au. Althomph other aris ol Wisconsin bave soul
adapted 1w the crop, all the hemp in the siate has largely been grown
arvarndd fleese malls,

Hemap vields well uisler Eivorable conditions, (m suitable souls m
the state, hemp has marely @iled o prosluee a good cop. Yields have
usually ranged from 700 o 1000 pounds of Gber to the acre. The
average vield of dry stalks alicr dew retting & the fanmer delivers them
ter Lhe muill is Browms owee andd a hall to three ons an aoe

|;|||_-||||L 1% secihe] sodid o ihe NpFing: 5 harvetled aid ~|l|r.':1:|. iR
the stubble in the early fall; the siraw (sialks) & allowed w et (pars
pialby roty while still spread our is picked up, bound and shocked afe
retting. then hawled 1w the processing mill where it is siacked
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What the Hemp Crop Needs

— fertile soils — good seed bed
— plenty of moisture — early seeding

= rotation with other crops  — early harveiting
— comiplete fertilizers — proper retting

Saolls — Dark prairic sili loam soils = wnijorm and fertile
—are best for hemp. Reasonably level clay loams are good. A
p]:nr.il'u] supply of organic matier is very important and thorough
is necosary. Mot suitable are peat and other marsh lands, or

sandy, gravelly and rocky soils, heavy clay soils and botom lands

-.Pl-l;nfﬁuit-n—l-hmp will not withstand drouth and so
does best om soils that do not dry owt quickly. Dry areas are
decidedly unsatisfactory. The stunting of hemp by dry weather resulis
m bow vields and bow quality fiber. Hemp needs much the same mods-
ture a5 & good orop of corn

Because hemp grows rank and homriann it s often incormectly
thought that it is hard on the land, but experience shows that it has
about the same effect as a good cop of corn. Hemp leaves the soil in
excellent condition for crops that follow,

Hemp Should Be Rotwted — Hemp should not be grown con-
'lhmulrnnthumhlﬂhrthtnmhﬂmlhﬂmmgﬂh
shoubd mot be repested on land. It does best alier corm, alfalia,
clover, or blucgrass pasture. It does not follow tmothy satisfactorily,
and often does not do well afier small grains. The wsual practice 18 o
oplant the hemp alter corn, (ollowed with & smeall grain seciled down o
clover, then the dover s followed with corn. On very lertile solls, hemp
may be grown two vears in succession.
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Commorciai Fertilizers Useful = Barmvard camure » ordinarils
r:h- best fertilizer lor hemp bat commercial lertilizer can well s
visasd o I\.|||r!|i|r|||||l T 1] |i'¢|ll| liwaids ol fiEiinibe fas r|1|' AT { ¥
[RICELY wadle i IIH|I|.II-I'." fertilizer COMULEREITREE 1R en, |||.-||-.J:||||-||J-. .|||-||.
[HotEssiE — i ot likely o mive the Lest resuliee Such standard ooom
imercial Fertilioers as o 513, or 3=012:012 have boen wed 1o .|||l.Jr|I.|5_:.
The usupl amosnt is arownd 200 posnds an acoe: the wse of 500 w0 400
IHIIIIIII'« an aire af '_'|"I I-|I||l.|||f|tl~|:||.||| alone Las alsn '.;ilalll glur[
resulis on typical dark prarre skils i Wieomsin, Conemercinl feriilize
falagie =il ol make H Jawr diick ".r mrirmRwre ar feck [ reimfaeral ferdility

Lime, at three w [our wons an acre, may well he :l|l|‘-|i1-| on acidl soils,

.I"'l'l"'lrflilg ljll' FI-I"IJIF !'.'rnp

'lf“.rl "H'-rr\ql =] ﬂiﬂﬂl "-li-r:] “r-:l The secd bag] mus e well
'F|1r||;hrq'|| Wlehiowigh -.||tit|; I.IIIH'.'iJI.L'\. will give [wir resalis, fall
plowing i bist, The sodl shoukd be worked up thoroughly  belorn
||i__||||:i||q. b shealed alsa b haan L1 |||I:I:|.|;.‘u.||i| preller il i||-|| TR [0
ama] just afier seeding will doomoch to put the swol bed in proper shaps
{ b wiils ihat ai |||||i||||| Bih CTNERA |I||.||.1|.|-.I:i||5,: II-|lI.l||' |,.ri-u'~| [P*E1TR|
restilis tlean 11:||:r'|ill:l{

A LT g T fdl of K |rII|'.l IIi'llIJ_‘. Jl"lllf_'. tee harves? idesrrml e |I.'||'J__:III|
ard (e ke,




While v i one ol the besi smalher orogs kmvwn yet weeil [nfesed
wiotle ins Lie |p||;|u|||;| (¥R} ||1.“ |||1 ||r|||||| will AILLETERY I.|l-l' wirtls, Cannmtds
thistles. and quack grass will choke out the hemp unbes they are sl
ductl belore the I1r|1||| " |a-|:||l|h:ﬂl Apy method which wall JEEL the il
in gooal shape and check the weeds i satifacory. Hemp will oo
smather oant weeds on unlernle or ||-|u|i|-u draimcel =ml

L avermge h.;-|1.|, sasils in the north central staies, rom lour bo six
peeks of godod secil 1o the acre seeim Lo give best resalis. On very Tl
winile. [ind Bk win jiid ki are mdvisalile, Odn soils les erile than the averag
four pecks are emough but les than four pecks s rarely  advisahlh

B
Heimg seed weighs 44 pownds 1o the bushel,
]

It is very important and necesary w0 leave an unplanted strip (turn
way) all around the Geld. This wroway, 16 w 20 feet wide, should e
left on botl sides amel besth ends of every hic ld. The ba LT E harvesting
machine requires such space at the edges of the felds in onder w0 make
ihe Birst roundgd. Alier |||1' F||'|:l is s ihe TUrmw= s \.IHI|:I11 T |i|||-e'r| il'l
by planting them to small graims, sovbeans for hay, ANMITE peEs of 3
similar crop. Corn for silage, carly potatocs oF olher early rowed crips
may alsn be used, but thickly seeded orops, such as small grains are bess
becawse they wanally prevent a rank growth of Bemp around the edgos
off the held.

Kentucky Hemp Seed Best — All hemp seed recommended Tor
—'-:Isr- United States is grown in Kentucky, Hemp seed from {oreign
countries canmot be relied upon. Most of the hemp grown mo thes

Cutting and spreading hemfpy with modern rvesler. Hemp o
both cut, and spread jor retiing wilh iz smachine.




Retted hemp straw is picked up and bound with a special machine
e hempr prcker.

coimiiy 18 [ sedsd oo JIJ_IIJEI"I seleciioms mud has Illll'-nl el s
~l|||u:riur to that [rom other countmics

Early Secding i= Best — Resulis vary in different seasoms bt in
--nm-:l vears garly seeding i besi. While some plant bevap almos
as carly as oats, ver the uwsual practicc is 10 sow just alier oais arc
sowm amd before corn planting stars. Under emergency  conditions
Iemp may be sown as late as the first week i June,

While gowed stands of bemp have [ollowed the wse of a broadcas
seeder, vet a prain drill s decidedly beter on soils ot apt 0 crest.
The seedd sl be sovwm Dot osare an oae e |.h.'|.-|.|.

Harvesting the Hemp Crop

:F:.ﬂ:,.- ]‘I.ﬁ‘rﬂi“s ia Bami ITElnp should be harvesied when il
'|III'“I.'I'I bearing; (mabe) plans are in fell or law bloom. At this
aage. the lower lesves have mostly [allen and the upper lcaves
are vellowing. Generally, hemp harvested early has the best season for
renting, consequently it is better w0 harvest a litde on the carly side
rather tham o wadt until it is wo mawre. 50 far a3 the gqualivty and
vield of fiber are concerned, the cop may be harvested any ome n the
four weeks between blmssoming and early seed lorming. Owver-ripe hemp
choes ot prodeece good gquality hber.

Hemp must be Earvested with spocial machines. In very small fields,
the self-rake Teasn B used o J||.|l.;u|1.:|;t:r. Ficlids o Bve pores oF more
are cul with & Ll ial ||r||1p- harvester which is mow seandard l."!!“;FHlIL'l'I'
aridd i |n|.|5||]'|!. furnishicel on o rental bosiz by the |1|'r|rr.'~uin;q; mall. I«
harvests the hrmp anl ‘-pll:ll:l'l T =l|IrH|lill1!|. The hll?'-ll'l!l' harvesier
||E',||'r:'||i'|:l. by o wractor will harvest from 5 o 10 acres a rh'g.'.



-.,Pl-vp!r Retting Important — Retting is the most mnportant iem
in handling hemp for the kind of retting deiermines the qualits

and value of the Gber. The green stalks, after they are spread om
it stubibde by the harvesting machise, remain there wniil they rot
enough so the fiber can be readily separated from the woods part ol
e sbemis.

The time varies with the weather. If the weather is warm and maodst
just after the crop is spread, retting may be complete in seven o ten
davs. If iv is dry. renting may be delayed wntil very lawe in the L
Ususally the carly fall & moist and warm, so early harvesting is best, In
unfavorable reting seasons, there & a tendency o lift the hemp before
it is vettesd. This should not be done. The hemp should be left spread
ot in the Geld wocil ohe ouiter |:|:|'rr if fiber can be iaken off epsils
Unless very quick retting oocurs, the siraw should be turned over in the
fiecld durimg the rewing perisd so that an even et s obiained,

Hetted Straw ls Bowsid anid Shecked — s s as diraw s [ELE
'n-lgr retied, 1t must be lifted and bound in bandlee. This ds done
with a special hemp binder (picker) which is supplicd on a rental
basis by the hemp mill.

The bomnd bundles are placed in shocks & liole larger than those used
for corm. When the bundles are well cured they are hauleml w ihe
hemp mill and stacked. Great care should be taken in building stacks
as o much is invested im the retied sraw o stack B0 carelessly. Each
laver of bundles should have a pronounced pitch; and the center should
always be kept high. In lapping, very linde of the buns of each layer
should be hl.'rudu.l 1o i weather, a8 such s will I.1.:\,'-II:|I1IFEM' ub beki
long in the stack. Hemp siraw, properly stacked, will kecp for many

micknils with Very Huele bosa,

The retfed and bwndled fjrjarp strawr o5 stacked af e .I'.'.-uuj.r mill
— etther round stacks or ricks are wsed.
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HEMP
— gives good yield on suitable soil
— usually not damaged by insects or diseases
= s nof “hard™ on the land
= helps 1o control weeds

Hail Couses Most Damage

Hemp in the north central states is nearly free from insect damage and
lungus diseases but cut worms and white grubs have cansed some dam-
sge. Grashoppers will desiroy hemp leaves around the edges of fields
near freshly harvested small grains. Stem borers, induding the European
ooum borer;, have been known to sttack hemp planis,

But hail & the most scrious enemy of growing hemp. While the
wial loss has been very linle, yet there have been serious local loses.
Wherever a hail stome strikes a growing hemp plant, a weak spot
ocours, thus damaging the hber. Hall imsurance s commonly used

Hemp Strane Must be Milled

At the hemp mill the retted straw is dried, crushed and the broken
material is cleaned by brushimg and combing with a hemp scutcher.
The fiber comes from this machine in two forms. The long sraight fiber
is fine and that is by far the most valuable. The short, mngled, snarled
fiber i3 kmown as fow. ‘This fiber has much less value. Hemp grown on
goel hemp land will generally produce around 5597 line fiber and 452
tow. Hemp grown on poor hemp soil may produce nearly all wow and
very little line, “This is one reason why the sclection of proper soils for
hemp culture is extremely important.

F i inraaw 111-1.1 haren narrat
sulislancs j" "'M-m-‘n" Rin, lﬁ T B ‘m::ld- .ljl ptm.:.
n Thrawa Likrenl

g b | g —u;l tni-l-p-ll- r--n:l shipll first obd [ i
ufida® U e Mar Tax Aol of I:H Enfeamantbon e iiral H'ﬂul-
alile fram Iaforns | Hmr— Cfires any]l from managems of hemp proessing m
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HEMP is a fiber of sdralegic impot-
tance to the war effort. The federal
government i proposing Io increase the
acreage of hemp in the United Stales
Jroan alsoud 13,000 fo 000 acrves, Fhis
expansion s wecessary because of the
crifical shorlape of fibers essential for
wiilitary wie, importations of which are
nowr cel off.

Chur principal souvces of fiber fov
rapes and cordage fuve been the Philip-
pines and the Dulch East Indies. Such
supfilies are no longer available,

Woicornsin fas been the leading jro-
ducer of hemp filker for more than 25
years, It is expected that eight new lu'mj.r
malls will be estalrlished in Wiscorsin
and that there will be a total af abow
FIHM) acres im fhe stale i 1T,
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