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Dear Administrator Hutchinson:
Congratulations on your new position as head of the Drag Enforcement Administration.

I am concerned by the DEA's recent interpretive rule regarding hemp. Under this rule "any product
that contains any amount” of delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinols (THC) is considered to be a schedule I
controlled substance under the Federal Controlled Substances Act, even if it does not cause a
psychoactive effect or "high." While I appreciate the DEA's new interim rule that allows the use of certain
hemp products, I believe the your interpretation is too strict a reading of marijuana laws that were
intended to prevent psychoactive effects.

I understand that the DEA must follow the statute in question. The interpretive rule, however, goes
beyond the intent of the CSA and other matijuana-control laws passed by Congress. Products such as
hemp seed and oil - which allow only a harmless, trace amount of THC to cnter the human body and do
not cause psychoactive effects - were not what Congress was secking to ban. For example, the DEA does
not ban poppy seeds with trace amounts of opiates or fruit juices with trace amounts of alcohol.

You could correct this discrepancy by very easily revising the interim rule to include hemp seed
and oil with minimal THC levels that would not cause psychoactive effects. Studies have demonstrated
that seeds containing 2 parts per million and oils containing 5 parts per million of THC would be
acceptable levels. Food products made with these ingredients are safe for human consumption. This
inclusion would be more consisient with the intent of drug control laws passed by Congress.

Thanks for vour attention to this matter.

Best regarda.

Sincerely,

Qradrnny,

MAug#e D. Hinchey
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